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12 Aug~The United States 
military is investigating a 
friendly fire incident on the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border that killed at least 
two people and wounded a 
third 

The incident happened after 
US aircraft flew in to 
support coalition forces 
who were being fired on 
while patrolling in 
Afghanistan's Paktika 
Province, said US Central 
Command. 


"The incident resulted in 
the unfortunate and 
unintended engagement of 
Pakistani security forces in 
the area," said the 
statement 

The Pakistani army was 
reported to have said it had 
issued a "strong protest" to 
the United States over the 
incident. 

The US military said 
coalition forces patrolling 
in the area of Orgun were 


fired upon by "several 
individuals" at around 
10am local time on 
Monday. "Coalition close 
air support was called in 
and responded to the enemy 
forces that were identified 
and fleeing towards the 
Pakistani border," said the 
statement 

Initial reports indicated two 
people had died and one 
was wounded in the 
incident, it added. 



12 Aug-KABUL, 

Afghanistan (AP) - Afghan 
officials has welcomed the 
impending NATO takeover 
of the 5,000-member 
multinational peacekeeping 
force and urged that it be 
•expanded beyond Kabul 

NATO is taking over 
command of the 
International Security 
Assistance Force, known as 
ISAF, in large part to end 
the arduous task of 
searching for a new lead 
nation every six months to 
run it Germany and the 
Netherlands have jointly 
led the force for the past six 
months. i 

A change-of-command 


ceremony was scheduled 
for Monday. 

"The Afghan government is 
confident that ISAFs 
mission effectiveness will 
be enhanced by NATO's 
new role at the helm of the 
peacekeeping force in 
Kabul," the Foreign 
Ministry said in a 
statement. 

Largely because of the 
peacekeepers' presence, 
Kabul is considered 
generally safe, while the 
rest of the country is ruled 

by rival warlords. whose 
armed factions often turn 
their guns on each other. A 
vast area along the southern 


and eastern border with 
Pakistan is home to a low- 
level guerrilla insurgency 
being waged by Taliban 
fighters and their allies 

Also today, the United 
Nations said it had 
suspended road travel for 
its workers in a region of 
southern Afghanistan 

where five policemen were 
wounded and Afghan aid 
workers were tied up and 
beaten 

The two separate attacks 
happened last Tuesday in 

the Maywand district of 
Kandahar province, a U N 
spokesman said. 



12 Aug-SPIN BOLDAK. 
Afghanistan (Reuters) 
Afghanistan's ousted Taliban 
issued a new death threat 
Monday against all Afghans 
who supported Washington. 

Leaflets containing the 
message were distributed near 
the southern Afghan border 
town of Spin Boldak and 
Pakistan s southern town of 
Chaman Monday, witnesses 
said. 

"We again warn these people." 
the leaflet said. "Cease 
supporting America or your 
lives will remain in danger. 


and the Taliban mujahideen 
would kill each one of \ou 
alongside the Americans" 
The leaflet was signed bv 
several officials of 
Afghanistan's former Taliban 
ailers including Mullah 
Akthar Mohammad Usmani. a 
deputy of the one-eved 
supreme Taliban leader 
Mullah Omar, and Taliban 
commander for southern 
Afghanistan Mullah Abdur 
Rahim. 

Previous such leaflets have 
urged Afghans, the army and 
the police to join the Taliban 
in a struggle against the 


government of President 
Hamid Karzai and U.S.-led 
forces 

The Taliban, ousted from 
power in late 2001 following 
a massive military campaign 
against them by US.-led 
coalition forces, have recentlv 
stepped up their attacks on the 
government forces and 

foreign troops in Afghanistan 

Western diplomats arc 

concerned Taliban guerrillas 
and sympathizers are growing 
in number and confidence in 
the south and southeast of rhe 
countrv 


10 Aug-PESHAWAR 
(The News) - Guerrilla 
attacks against the US-led 
foreign forces and their 
Afghan allies were being 
extended to northern 
Afghanistan, Taliban 
officials said 

A Taliban spokesman, 
Mohammad Amin, told 
The News that their men 
staged certain attacks 
against Afghan fighters 
loyal to President Hamid 
Karzai s government in 
recent weeks in some of 
the northern provinces 
such as Balkh, Baghlan 
and Kunduz Speaking 
from an undisclosed 
location, he said such 
attacks against 

government installations 
would be stepped up and 
spread to all of northern 
Afghanistan in the 
coming days and weeks. 

According to Amin, 
Mulla Mohammad Asim 
Muttaqi had been named 
the Taliban military 
commander for Faryab 
province bordering 

Turkmenistan He 

recalled that Uzbek 
warlord Abdur Rasheed 
Dostum had declared 


Muttaqi dead after a fire- 
fight in Mazar-i-Sharif in 
late 2001. "Muttaqi 
commanded the 30th 
brigade of the Taliban 
army in Mazar-i-.Sharif He 
survived the fighting while 
his fellow commander 
Mulla Daud was captured 
Both are now free and 
ready to fight the 
Americans and their 
Afghan lackeys," Amin 
declared 

The Taliban spokesman 
informed that Qari 
Mohammad Usman, who 
headed the agriculture 
department in Mazar-i- 
Sharif during the Taliban 
rule, and former military 
commander Mulla Abdul 
Salam Haideri had been 
appointed deputies to . 
Muttaqi. "All three had 
reached Faryab to organize 
resistance against Dostum 
and other pro-US 
commanders. You would 
hear more about their 
military operations in 
future," said Amin. 

The Taliban were 
overwhelmingly Pashtun 
and their strongholds were 
the Pashtun-populated 
provinces in southwestern 


and southern Afghanistan 
Even now the resistance 
against the US-led forces is 
largely concentrated in 
Afghanistan's Pashtun 
areas bordering Pakistan 

Another Taliban 

spokesman, Mohammad 
Mukhtar Mujahid, claimed 
the Taliban and their 
supporters were • active in 
most northern provinces 
but news of their guerrilla 
attacks seldom reached the 
media. He said Taliban had 
some presence in Balkh, 
Baghlan, Kunduz, .Takhar, 
Badakhshan, Samangan, 
Jauzjan, Faryab, Saripul 
and Badghis provinces and 
were capable of mounting 
attacks against military 
commanders loyal to 
Karzai and the US 
"Information about Taliban 
attacks taking place away 
from the Pakistan border is 
suppressed by the 
Americans and the Kabul 
regime However, our 
attacks near the border with 
Pakistan are given 
prominence in the media 
because it enables them to 
allege that the attackers had 
come from Pakistan," he 
alleged. 




12 Aug—KABUL (Reuters) 
The United States, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
agreed Tuesday to set up a 
three-way hotline to prevent 

i * . 

a repeat of an incident this 
wett< in which U S. forces 
kille i two Pakistani soldiers 
while pursuing guerrillas 

A U S military statement 
said a. commission 
composed of senior 
diplomatic and military 
representatives of the three 
countries held its third 
meeting at Bagram Air. 
Base, north of the Afghan 
capital Tuesday to discuss 
mutual concerns. 


Pakistani representatives 
would "take a tough stand" 
on the issue and ask for 
standard operating 

procedures to be followed to 
avoid a repeat of the 
incident 

The US. statement said 
investigations were under 
way and that a direct line of 
top-level communication 
would be set up 


10 Aug-(Rcutcrs) - Pakistan 
authorities have arrested a 
former Afghan mujahideen 
commander loyal to renegade 


warlord 

Hekmatyar. 

officials 


Gulbuddin 

intelligence 

Sunday. 


They said Haji Jamil was 
arrested about a week ago in 
Miranshah, close to the 
Afghan border 

"He was picked up apparently 
to find out the whereabouts of 


Hekmatyar." an intelligence 
official told Reuters. 

Jamil, who hails from 

southwestern Afghan town 
of Khost, fought the U S - 
backed war against Soviet 
occupation of Afgnanistan 
in 1980s under 

Hekmatyar s command 

The United States earlier 
this year declared 

Hekmatyar a "terrorist" for 
having supported and 


participated in "terroris 
acts" committed by the 
Taliban and al Qaida militants 
blamed for the September 11. 
2001 attacks in New York and 
Washington. 

The whereabouts of 
Hekmatyar, a former prime 
minister of Afghanistan 
who rained rockets on the' 
capital Kabul while holding 
the position in the 1990s, 
have not been known since 
Iran expelled him last year. 


tne commission 


"noted with regrets" 
Mondv'y s incident in which 
Pakistan said U S. forces 
’ mistakenly fired on a 
. Pakistani patrol at a border 
post in the tribal Waziristan 
region killing two soldiers 
and wounding another. 

A senior Pakistani official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the 


"The parties stressed the 
need for greater 
coordination to prevent 
recurrence of such incidents 
in the future The 
Commission decided to 
establish a three-way hotline 
between senior 

representatives of the three 
countries," it said 

It said the three countries 
also agreed to further 
coordinate their efforts to 
combat terrorism. 

Monday s incident came as 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
try to settle a row over their 
poorly defined and porous 


border, with US 
mediation 

The U S. statement said 
the commission heard a 
report from a sub¬ 
committee established to 
look into the dispute. It 
said the sub-committee 
was directed to issue 
recommendations at the 
next meeting of the 
commission in September 
in Pakistan 

Relations between 

Pakistan and Afghanistan 
have worsened in recent 
weeks as Afghan officials 
accuse Pakistani forces of 
intruding into Afghan 
territory, a charge denied 
by Islamabad 

U S and Afghan officials 
have also urged Pakistan 
to take steps to prevent 
remnants of the former 
Taliban regime from 
crossing into 

Afghanistan to launcli 
attacks on U.S.-led 
coalition forces and their 
Afghan allies 














































































11 Auy—(Reuters) - U S - 
led coalition forces in 
Afghanistan killed one 
suspected Taliban militant 
and captured three more 
over the weekend, the U S 
military said on Monday. 

American bases "in the east 
of the country also came 
under rocket and small 
arms fire, as suspected 
Talib m supporters kept up 
attacks on foreign forces in 
the east and southeast of the 
country. 

The attacks preceded 
Monday's formal handover 
of international 

peacekeeping duties in the 
capital Kabul to the North 
Atlantic Treaty 


Organization, and are 
further evidence of 
increasing Taliban activity 
in the country. 
U.S. military spokesman 
Sgt Maj. Harry Sarles told 
reporters at Bagram air 
base just north of Kabul 
that American troops 
observed four "enemy 
soldiers" while conducting 
a security sweep in Gayan, 
in the eastern province of 
Paktika. 

After firing warning shots, 
one of the suspected enemy 
fighters refused to 
surrender his weapon and 
was killed. The U.S. 
military has detained the 


other three for questioning 
Also Saturday, a rocket 
landed near a forward U S 
base in Asadabad, not far 
from the Afghan-Pakistan 
border, but caused no 
damage or injuries 

Dozens of Afghan soldiers 
and civilians have been 
killed in recent months in 
attacks blamed on the 
Taliban 

U S -led forces ousted the 
hardline Islamic regime in 
late 2001 for harboring the 
al Qaida network headed by 
Osama bin Laden, blamed 
for the September, 2001 
attacks on New York and 
Washington. 


12 Aug-A US soldier has The BBC's Matthew Price h comes a day after an 

died and two others have said it is believed that the American soldier died in a 

been injured in a bomb three devices had been tied bomb blast in the town ot 

attack in the town of together and were set off as Baquba, north-east ot 

Ramadi, west of Baghdad. their convoy passed Baghdad 


I A US military The attack brings t0 53 t he A BBC correspondent says 

spokeswoman said ihree number of American there are about 12 attacks a 

synchronized bombs blew so| day inst America „ 

up near a military convoy i ... . , 

'in the outskirts of the town combal operations ended*on soldiers m Iraq according to 

onjuesdav I May coalition sources. 


This meeting was arranged by Pir Sayed Ahmad Gilani to declare their support 

to the Karzaia's government 


12 Aug-KABUL (Reuters) 

- Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai vowed on Tuesday 
to execute Taliban 
guerrillas involved in the 
murder of pro-government 
clerics. 

"1 have no pity .no 
compassion, nor any 
feeling for these people," 
he told a gathering of 
religious scholars in Kabul. 
"1 will not allow them to 
escape execution." 

Taliban guerrillas have shot 
dead two pro-government 
clerics and wounded a third 
from the Ulema Shura, or 
clerics' council in the 
southern province of 
Kandaha^, in recent weeks. 
The attacks came after the 
council declared 


Afghanistan's "jihad," or 
holy war, over and said 
Muslims should support the 
U.S.-backed government 
that replaced the Taliban in 
2001 . 

Karzai did not make clear if 
any guerrillas involved in 
the attacks had been caught, 
but said he had ordered 
provincial authorities in 
southern Afghanistan to 
send them to Kabul 
He said he had information 
that more attacks on pro¬ 
government clerics were 
being planned, but did not 
elaborate 

Karzai also said that 
authorities had recently 
arrested two young men 
sent from outside the 
country to carry out attacks 
on aid workers rebuilding a 


12 Aug—KABUL (Toronto 
Star) - Canadian Maj -Gen. 
Andrew Leslie met with a 
local corps commander on 
Tuesday, his first full day as 
deputy chief of the 
International Security 

Assistance Force. 

A day after control of the 
31-nation peace-support 
operation in the Afghan 
capital was turned over to 
NATO, Leslie switched hats 
and adopted his role as 
supreme commander of 
Canadian Forces here to do 
a little "horse-trading" 

"Based on previous 
experience, we know we 
have to find out who's 
really in charge to see what 
he wants and what you may 
be able to provide," Leslie 
said after a morning-long 
meeting with the Afghan 
corps commander, Lt -Gen 
Hazi Sher Al-am, and the 
local minister of 
construction. Brig.-Gen. 
Muhammad Zarif. 

"Then you tell him what 
you want There s a little bit 
of horse-trading, a little bit 
of bargaining and, 
hopefully, some good will 
so that, in the middle of the 


night when your guys are 
out on patrol, the Afghans 
may think twice before they 
take a shot at us." 
Leslie didn't disclose 
exactly what was discussed, 
but a member of Al-am's 
staff said Afghan soldiers 
are happy about the 
Canadians presence in the 
city's notoriously tough and 
impoverished southwest 
sector. 

"We have been going there 
(to the Canadian camp) to 
meet and co-ordinate things 
since the beginning," Cmdr 
Mohammad Gul Malang 
said through an interpreter. 
"We are working together 
for their security to keep 
them here. 

"We do not want them to 
point the finger of blame at 
us should anything 
happen." 

Malang said the area is 
secure, though Canadian 
officers describe it as 
volatile The Afghan 
pointed at the hills 
surrounding the Canadian 
camp and said his troops 
are posted at strategic 
points to keep their eyes on 
things. 

He said, however, that al- 


Qaida is still operating in 
the area from mountain 
bases across the border in 
Pakistan 

"We will do our level best 
to protect the 

Canadians," he said 

There are 1,950 Canadian 
troops committed to the 
security force, about 40 per 
cent of the total and by far 
the largest single 
contingent 

The UN sanctioned ISAF 
before it entered 
Afghanistan in December 
2001 to help protect the 
interim government of 
President Hamid Karzai 
and secure the city of 3.5 
million people after the 
ruling Taliban was toppled 
and much of Osama bin 
Laden's al-Qaida network 
was chased from the 
.country. 

Britain, Turkey and 
Germany-Netherlands have 
since led ISAF NATO 
assumed command of the 
5,000-strong force at a 
ceremony Monday, thus 
ending the arduous task of 
searching for a new "lead 
nation" every six months 


People say: 

Some of our respectable 
ministers gift the airplane 
tickets to their friends 


Macroray ans face 

shortage of water and dig 


Those officials who are 
responsible for the 


well near their blocks distribution of the land 


that can effect the blocks 


vital highway from Kabul 
to the southern city of 
Kandahar near the border 
with Pakistan 

"They were told to kill 
those who build the road as 
they were enemies of 
Afghanistan," Karzai said 
"They are trying to make 
sure Afghanistan does not 
rebuild and stand on its 
own feet," he said "We 
will protect this country 
and will not allow this to 
happen ." 

Officials say the pair were 
among dozens especially 
trained by Islamic militant 
groups in neighboring 
Pakistan to disrupt 
rebuilding projects and 
attack government targets 
and soldiers from the U S - 
led coalition in 
Afghanistan 


who are even not_ badly, 
working in the same 
ministry. We hope these People 
ministers paid the One o 
charges of the tickets officia 

form their own pocket miiiistr 

« 

that are overloaded by milljor 
money, but they charges current 
are paid form the public's ministt 
wealth cruelly. had bo 


People say: 

Most of the Macrorayan's 
resident water the plants 


People say: 

One of the high ranking 
officials of one of the 
ministries had taken 280 
milljon former afghan 
currencies form the 
ministry he works for and 
had bought furniture, TV, 
Dish cantina, etc for hi 
private home, while 
employees of the same 
ministry have not 


around the blocks with received their salaries for 


the drinking water. The 
responsible government 
officials also do not care 
and do not note this 
misuse of the drinking 
water. Therefore, 

residents of the 


months. Why has no one 
asked him that he has no 
right to take out the 
money and use it for the 
needs of his private life. 


People say: 


are distributing the land 
among their friends and 
relatives. They are doing 
another favor on their 
relatives as well and that 
is charging them 
according to the last 
year's price that is less 
than the current price rate 
for the land. 

People say: 

Most of the Kabul city's 
roads get too crowded in 
the mornings and 
evenings and people face 
many problems with such 
matter, but none of the 
government 

organizations have 

focused on it. The roads 
need to be repaired and 
widened urgently. 
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